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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study Para rubber production farmers
On the following issues. ( 1) basic socio-economie conditions ( 2) Para production
condition (3) general knowledge about Para rubber (4) extension needs in Para rubber
production ( 5) problems and suggestions regarding production and extension of Para
rubber production.

The population of the study was 853 farmers who registered as Para
production farmers with Sangkhla Buri district agricultural office, Kanchanaburi
Province. according to data in the database of agricultural extension department of the
year 2016. The sample group of 273 people was determined by using Taro Yamane
formula with the error value of 0.05 and simple random sampling method. Tool used was
on interview. Data was analyzed using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The results showed that 1) most of the farmers were male with the average
age of 48.99 years., and finished primary school. The average number of household
members was 4.36 people and the average experience in Para rubber garden was 14.0
years. Farmers earned the average income per year of 185,677.66 baht. 2) The area type
for Para rubber production of farmers were upland area with the average area of 17.01 rai
and the average age of 12.74 years. The majority of the rubber veriety was RRIM 600
with the growing distance of 2.5x7 meters. Most of the farmers had on weed control they
used 20-8-20 formula fertilizers sprinkle in a row with 0.5 kilogram/plant/year once a
year and prevent or control the founded disease and pest. They used half tree tapping
system, once every other two day. Farmers would process the Para rubber in the form of
raw rubber sheet and sold the products to agricultural groups. 3)The farmers had basic
knowledge about Para rubber production, overall, at the moderate level they knewous
than others in the item that the growth rate of rubber plant will be less at the area higher
than 600 meters from the sea level. 4) The extension needs of farmers overall, were at the
highest level overall and in the following aspects: Para rubber processing group extension
and support of service and production factor. 5) The overall problems were at the highest
level especially the lack of skilled labor in rubber tapping and the lack of funding.
Farmers suggested having the continuous training on Para rubber tapping and Para rubber
farming maintenance, fertilizer application and quality Para rubber sheet production by
wanting to have demonstration and having village agricultural leaders.

Keywords: Extension needs, Para rubber production, Sangkhla Buri District, Kanchanaburi Province
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