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Thesis title: A Follow Up Study Of The Academic Year 2004-2006 Batch Of

Bachelor Degree Graduates in Computer Science Program , Faculty Of
Science , Mahidol University
Researcher: Mrs. Sangduen Pornpanomchai; Degree: Master of Education
(Educational Evaluation); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Suphak Pibool, Associate Professor;
(2) Dr. Damras Wongsawang, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study the condition of work of
graduates after completion of their study; (2) evaluate the competencies of graduates
based on objectives of the program; (3) investigate factors related to the work
performance success of the graduates; and (4) study graduates’ opinions and
suggestions regarding the program development.

The research sample consist of 116 graduates completing their study
during the 2004 — 2006 academic years, as well as their 85 superiors and 110
colleagues, all of which were obtained by simple random sampling. Three
questionnaires were employed as data collecting instruments. Data were statistically
analyzed with the use of the frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
one-way analysis of variance. Also, content analysis was employed to analyze
descriptive data.

The findings reveal that (1) regarding the graduates’ working condition
after completion of their study, the majority of them got a job within one year,
working as a programmer to apply their knowledge for program development through
the use of programming languages; graduates were found to be very satisfied with
their jobs and most satisfied with application of knowledge in their field of study; (2)
regarding the three aspects of the graduates’ competencies based on opinions of the
three groups of respondents, the overall competency for knowledge in the field was at
the moderate level, while the overall competency for skills was at the high level, and
the overall working attributes was at the high level; (3) factors significantly related to
the success of the graduates’ work performance were age, experience during study,
knowledge in and related to the field of the study, working skills, and working
attributes, and (4) regarding the opinions and suggestions of the three groups of
respondents concerning the program, they stated that the objectives of the program
were appropriate; while for the program structure, courses in all components should
be increased; student should have a good background in mathematics; instructors
should have knowledge and competency in the course they teach; they should also
have good teaching techniques; the co-curricular activities were appropriate; more
time should be provided for practicum and off-campus study tours; measurement and
evaluation of learning were clear; learning aids, buildings and facilities were
adequate; and the three most important courses for the future jobs according to the
three groups of respondents were the Database Management System. Computer
Security, and Database Management.

Keywords: Follow up study, Computer Science, Mahidol University
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