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Abstract

The objectives were to study (1) basic knowledge and knowledge
resources of information technology, (2) opinion towards the information technology
utilization, (3) the extension needs in and extension of information technology
utilization, and (4) problems and suggestions for an extension of information
technology utilization.

The population were 1,464 volunteer soil doctors of Department of Land
Development in Lopburi Province and 140 samples were determined by using Taro
Yamane formula. Interview questionnaire was used. Statistics used were frequency
distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of revealed that (1) most of the volunteer soil doctors were
male with the average age of 52.19 years. They had an average experience of using
computer/smartphones for 6.35 years. They had basic knowledge of information
technology at a high level. They also attained knowledge from learning resources
from the officers of Department of Land Development and from the pamphlets/
leaflets at a high level. (2) The volunteer soil doctors had capability to use applied
program of computer and smartphone as developed by Department of Land
Development at the high level (3) The extension need on of applied program
utilization (LDD Zoning, and Agri-Map Online) was at moderate level; the need for
programs for smartphone (Agri-Map Online and personal accounting program) was at
a high level. (4) 66.2% of volunteer soil doctors faced with the problem of applied
program and 57/9% encountered with the problem of mass extension method. They
suggested that an extension of information technology utilization should be through
the officers’ visitations and training. The problem encountered by volunteer soil
doctors were applied program usage (66.2%) and mass extension (57.9%). An
extension on information technology utilization should be through the officers’ visit
and training.

Keywords: Utilization of information technology, volunteer soil doctor, Lopburi
province
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