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Thesis title : THE STUDY OF FAMILY FACTORS INFLUENCING ORAL HEALTH
STATUS IN PRESCHOOL CHILDREN (4-5 YEARS) IN MUNICIPALITY
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research wasto study family factors influencing oral
health status in preschool children aged 4-5 years.

This was a cross-sectional descriptive study. The population was preschool
children in municipality in Nakhon Nayok Province, selected the sample by purposive
sampling and random sampling technique. They were 330 children who attended at
kindergarten school in municipality in NaKhon Nayok Province and their mothers. The
instruments were following : (1) interview guides for children, (2) structured questionnaires
for mothers conducted by the researcher, and (3) oral health survey form of children
adapted from WHO’S dental health assessment. The data was collected during June 2 —
July 3, 2003. The stepwise multiple regression was used to analyze the data.

The stepwise multiple regression analysis showed that 5 variables could
explain the variance of oral health status in preschool children at 22.7 percent. They were
listed in order of their strength as follows : child’s dental visit, mother’s perception
about nature of the teeth, child’s daily brushing, exploring of child’s teeth and frequency
of child’s brushing. The results were significance at 0.05 level. The other family factors
were not significance in the study. This study could explain the factors influencing oral
health status in preschool children aged 4-5 years for only 22.7 percent. The remaining
77.3 percentage of the factors cannot be explained. It is therefore suggested that further
study should be taken.

Keywords: Oral Health Status, Preschool Children
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