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Independent Study title: Voting behavior in the election for Samut Songkhram Provincial
Administrative Organization chairman on 31 July 2011
Author: Mrs. Mayuree Promtrang ; ID: 2518001116 ; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Yuthaporn Isarachai, Associate
Professor; Academic year: 2012
Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) voting behavior in the election for
Samut Songkhram Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) chairman; and (2) factors that
were related to voting behavior in the election for Samut Songkhram PAO chairman on 31 July
2011.

This was both a quantitative and a qualitative research. The sample population for
the quantitative portion, chosen through random sampling, was 419 voters in Samut Songkhram,
and the key informants for the qualitative portion, chosen through purposive sampling, were 13
representatives of people’s networks in Samut Songkhram. Data were collected using a
questionnaire and an interview form and were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi square and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The majority of the sample population were female, age
between 31 — 40, educated to the level of primary school, worked as employees and had income
of no more than 10,000 baht a month. (2) Most of the people surveyed said they voted in the
election for chairman of the PAO every time and had voted in the 31 July 2011 election. Most of
those who did not vote gave as the reason that they were tired of elections. Most of those that did
vote gave as the reason that democracy is being promoted and they felt it was their duty. They
kept abreast of election news from posters, advertisements and fliers. (3)Most of the sample
population strongly agreed with voting in the election for Samut Songkhram PAO chairman on 31
July 2011. They agreed with the qualifications of political groups, giving the highest mean score
for the category of head of the political group, followed by candidates’ qualifications. (4)
Hypothesis testing showed that the factor of public relations media was related to voting behavior

in the election for Samut Songkhram PAO chairman on 31 July 2011.

Keywords: voting behavior, Samut Songkhram Provincial Administrative Organization chairman
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