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Independent Study title: The Idea of State of Nature in Rousseau’s Discourse on the Origin and basis
of Inequality among Men.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are (1) to study background Rousseau's discourse on
inequality (2) to investigate the effects of inequality on men in state of nature and (3) to determine the
impacts of Rousseau's discourse.

The preliminary data and secondary data on the state of Nature in Rousseau’s discourse on
the origin and basis of inequality among men as well as were reviewed. In addition, the Rousseau
Biography also was studied. Then, all available data were analyzed by textual analysis.

This research found that (1) the background of inequality in state of nature is following. In
state of nature, men began to live together as families. Men gathered in front of their huts and each one
began to look at the other. Men gave the value on the attribute. In addition, Rousseau believed that the
first man to put a fence around his land established private property resulting in inequality. The men
mind was found to be cause of inequality. (2) The effects of inequality on men in state of nature led to
pleasure without happiness. Men gave a value on something resulting in doing something over their
capability (3) Impacts of Rousseau's discourse and solution are following. He suggested that a man
should be self-interest and do not compare with the other. The freedom and equality would occur in a
community. Rousseau proposed the Social Contract Theory. Impacts of Rousseau's discourse in
contemporary social were the French revolution in 1789, idea of liberal democracy and referring to
Rousseau's discourse in Thai politics in 1932 due to incorrect interpretation of his discourse. Rousseau's
discourse was linked to Karl Marx’s discourse on social-class and social equality. Moreover, it was

linked to the concept of communism.

Keywords: State of Nature, Origin of Inequality, Political Society, Rousseau.
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