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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political role of the Thai Rice
Farmers Association; and (2) the impact of the association’s expression of that role.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research, interviews with key
informants, observation and focus group discussions. The sample population, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of 4 groups: 1) executives of the Thai Rice Farmers Association; 2)
members of the Thai Rice Farmers Association; 3) rice farmers; and 4) politicians and academics
specializing in agricultural policy, for a total of 17. Data were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that: (1) The Thai Rice Farmers Association used its power of
influence to push for the policies it wanted through politicians and political parties. The leaders of
the Thai Rice Farmers Association did not have a firm standpoint and were not impartial. (2) The
primary impact of the Thai Rice Farmers Association’s expression of its political role was
interference by the government and people with political power who wanted to control and direct
the Thai Rice Farmers Association’s political role. The ideals of different political parties at
different periods of time were in conflict with the ideals of members of the Thai Rice Farmers
Association. This caused some members to try to use the association to work for their own
personal benefit, and caused rifts and disagreements between association members and
association leaders. As a result, the association could not meet its intended objective of
representing rice farmers. There was a lack of independence in the association’s management and

a lack of ideals in the association’s expression of its demands.

Key words: political role, Thai Rice Farmers Association, interest group, pressure group
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