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Independent study title: The Problems in the Government’s Supervision on Local Administrative
Organization: A Case Study of the Budget
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Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2011

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study problems involved with the supervision of
provincial administrative organizations by governors; (2) recommend ways to make the supervision of
the provincial administrative organizations more efficient.

This was a qualitative study based on documentary research and interviews with 18 key
informants, consisting of 1 provincial local officer, 1 president of a provincial administrative
organization (PAO), 3 PAO vice chairmen, 1 PAO permanent secretary, 2 PAO assistant permanent
secretaries, 1 chairman of a provincial administrative council, 1 member of a provincial administrative
council, and 8 division directors. Data were collected using a data recording form and interview form
and were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that: (1) The major problem was that the governor’s supervision of the
budget did not follow the principles of local government stated in the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550 and related laws and regulations. The problem with the budget-related regulations
from the central government was that they gave the governor the power to consider granting exceptions
for cases in which the normal budget rules did not have to be applied, and the extents of these
exceptions were not clearly stated. Because the governor had the power to grant exceptions to the
normal budgetary rules, the local administrative organizations could not always allocate the budget
according to their legal powers and responsibilities. (2) Recommendations to overcome these problems
are to revise the related laws to allow for more streamlined operations, to reduce the power of the central
government and give more autonomy to the local administrative organizations, to make sure that the
local administrative organizations can use all their powers as stated in the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Thailand B.E. 2550, and to insure that all supervision by the governor is done according to the

official rules, not through autocratic commands.

Keywords: Supervision, Budget, Local Administrative Organization
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