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Independent Study title: The Arising and Political Role of Local Political Groups: A Case Study of

Pho Nang Dam Sub-district, Sapphaya District, Chainat Province
Author: Mr. Weera Thubthimthong; ID: 2498002605; Degree: Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suwannamongkol,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the factors or characteristics that
lead to the arising of local political groups and (2) alternative roles of local political groups.

This was a qualitative research. Data were collected from related documents and
from in-depth interviews with 21 key informants, consisting of members of local political groups,
government employees, and citizens in Pho Nang Dam Sub-district, Sapphaya District, Chainat
Province.

The results showed that: (1) local political groups arose from personal relationships
between the group’s leader and members under the system of mutual obligations. The local
political groups were loosely organized with no official internal management. The continued
existence of the local political groups depended on the distribution of benefits, especially official
positions, to the group members after elections. (2) The main political role of the groups was to
run for the office of municipal council member. The groups’ main local administrative activities
were ad hoc activities, i.e. campaigning during election time. The role relied mainly on personal
relationships. The continued existence of the groups depended mainly on the members’

satisfaction with the distribution of benefits after elections.

Keywords: Political role, Local political group, Pho Nang Dam Sub-district, Chainat Province
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