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Independent study title: The Role of Village Health VVolunteers (VHVS) in
Political Development:A Case Study of Baan Nong
Waeng Noi, Mueang Phlapphla Sub-District,
Huai Thalaeng District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
Author: Miss Wasana Mungkung; 1D: 2558001554, Degree: Master of Political Science ;
Independent Study advisor: Dr. Wantham Kanjanasuwan, Associate Professor;
Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the roles and
responsibilities of village health volunteers (VHVS) in political development; (2) to
study difficulties faced by VHVs in promoting political development; and (3) to
recommend approaches to solving problems and enhancing the capacity of VHVs in
promoting political development.

This was a qualitative research. The 9 key informants, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of 3 VHVs in Baan Nong Waeng Noi Village, the
chairman of the Mueang Phlapphla Sub-District Tambol Administrative Organization,
the kumnan (a local elected official) of Mueang Phlapphla Sub-District, the village
headman of Baan Nong Waeng Noi, one member of the Mueang Phlapphla Sub-
District Tambol Administrative Organization, and 2 local residents. The research tool
was a structured interview form. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the VHVs played a role in political
development by providing basic public health service equally to all, encouraging
villagers to participate in disease prevention and monitoring activities in the
community, and instilling good attitudes of rationality in society. They also
participated in community management by working on environmental and public
health task forces and auditing the work of local politicians. Importantly, the VHVs
demanded that the sheriff of Huai Thalaeng District inspect the work of the chairman
of the Mueang Phlapphla Sub-District Tambol Administrative Organization. (2)
Problems and obstacles faced by the VHVs in these roles were that they tended to
admire and respect the people in authority, and there were conflicts within of the
group of VHVs, which reduced their ability to be influential in promoting political
development. In addition, the villagers were not enthusiastic about joining in the
public health activities. (3) Suggested approaches to solving these problems and
enhancing the role of VHVs are to support VHVs and in participating in political
activities, to raise their awareness about these activities, to give them training to
change their attitudes and values, to empower them so they dare to give constructive
criticism of the work of politicians or government employees, to give them greater
independence in their work without hindrance from political factions, and to insure
that politicians cannot use VHVs to gain benefits.

Keywords: Village health volunteer, Political development, Baan Nong Waeng Noi,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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