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Independent Study title: Factors that Affected Mrs. Jintana Khongphan’s Election to the Office of
Mayor of Tha Sa-at Sub-district Municipality, Seka District, Bueng Kan
Province for Two Successive Terms

Author: Mr. Wanachat Wongphuttha; ID: 2518001470; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Senee Comsook, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2014

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the internal and external factors that affected
Mrs. Jintana Khongphan’s success in being elected mayor of Tha Sa-at Sub-district Municipality for 2
successive terms; and (2) negative factors that hindered her chance of being elected to the position both
times.

This was a qualitative research. Ten key informants were selected through purposive
sampling and interviewed using a structured interview form. They consisted of Mrs. Jintana Khongphan
herself, one close relative, 5 of her supporters/canvassers, 2 of her rival candidates, and one supporting
politician outside the municipal area. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The external factors that affected Mrs. Jintana Khongphan’s
success in the elections were a) her supporters, consisting of relatives, assistants, canvassers, and people
outside the municipal area, who consistently and systematically supported her, especially her husband and
canvassers who represented every significant group in the electoral district, such as local leaders, municipal
office employees, and community group leaders; and b) her rival politicians running for the office, because
they possessed less leadership, work results and campaign funding than Khongphan. (2) The internal factors
that affected Mrs. Jintana Khongphan’s success in the elections were a) her background (age, education, and
place of residence), which put her at an advantage because she was younger than the rival candidates, better
educated, and was born in Tha Sa-at District, so she was well acquainted with the people, their needs and
the area’s problems; b) social factors, such as her profession, income, reputation, title and social capital,
because she built up her voter base by meeting with and helping people in the community on a regular basis,
and when she worked as mayor for her first term she produced tangible results that helped contribute to her
re-election; and c) political factors, such as Khongphan’s previous role in local politics as a municipal
council member, her work results, her political behavior, and her leadership, which made her more
outstanding than the other candidates. (3) Factors that hindered her election and re-election consisted of the
external factor of benefits paid to canvassers and the internal factor that her husband and relatives did not
have enough time to devote to her campaign.

Keywords: Election factors, Political success factors, Mayoral race municipal election, Bueng Kan Province
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