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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study roles of village committees in economic
development which supporting political development, (2) to investigate problems and obstacles of
village committees' performance in economic development that affect the political development and (3)
to propose the guidelines for solving problems.

The qualitative approach was applied in this research. The purposive samples were 18
village committees in Sichon District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province (2 samples for each sub-
districts), 20 people who directly related to the village committee's performance at the sub-district level
from 5 out of 9 sub-districts (3 government officers and 1 people for each sub-districts) and 5 district
officers. There were 43 purposive samples in total. The research instruments were interviews and
descriptive data analysis.

This research found that (1) the roles of the village committee consisted of 5 aspects,
namely, role of promoting the implementation of the sufficiency economy, roles of career development
and support for community occupational training, role of promoting production and marketing to
increase the income for the people in the village, role of creating cooperation with the private sector,
industry network and educational institutions to develop knowledge, and role of local tourism
promotion. All roles supported political work and created of a democratic society or building political
participation or creating political sustainability or building political alliances or promoting other
political roles. (2) The internal problems were lacking of government support and public participation.
There were disparities with the lack of perception of information. On the other hand, the external
problem was lacking of support from politicians. There was an operational intervention with uncertainty
in the current political situation. (3) The solution was to strengthen the village politics by coordination
of benefits which suitable for both inside and outside the area, using economic development as a tool to

connect with each interest group.

Keywords: Roles, Village Committee, Economic Development, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province and

Sichon District
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