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Independent Study title:Problems with the Government’s Management of Water
Resources that Impacts Civil Society’s Check Dam
System: A Case Study of the Khan River Basin, Chiang
Mai Province

Author:Mr. Sukkasemintasit; 1D:2488004900;Degree:Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government);Independent Study advisor: ThasothornTootongkum,

Associate Professor;Academic year:2011

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the reasons for, history of
and factors that contributed toproblems with the government’s management of water
resources that impact civil society’s check dam system in the Khan River Basin
community, Chiang Mai Province; (2) the substance ofthose problems; and (3) the
impact of those problems.

The sample population for study, using the research tool of in-depth
interviews, consisted of 11 people involved with the government’s management of
water resources in the Khan River Basin community, Chiang Mai Province, and 30
people who were impacted by the government’s management of water resources in
the Khan River Basin community, Chiang Mai Province.

The results showed that: 1. The government’s intervention to try to
manage water resources in the Khan River Basin created conflicts with the
community because people felt it destroyed their way of life and their ancestors’
intellectual heritage, and the results of the water management system were not
efficient in meeting the local people’s needs. This was the origin of the conflict. 2.The
government’s system of water resources management was focused on official rules
and regulations, which made the conflict more severe, because the system was not
compatible with the traditional check dam system and the local people were not
allowed to participate in decision making. 3. The impact was that the government’s
water resources management was inefficient, the local people’s way of life was
threatened, people in different neighborhoods became involved in disputes over water
distribution, and people joined in a civil society movement to oppose the
government’s interference.

Keywords:government administration of water resources, impact on check dam
system, civil society, Khan River Basin, Chiang Mai Province
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