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Independent Study title: Children’s Day and Thai politics
Author: Miss Suphapron Vongvijan; ID: 2528001577; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Yuthaporn Isarachai, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2011

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the background and relationship between
Children’s Day and Thai politics since the first national Children’s Day on 3 October 1955 up
until 14 January 2012.

This was a qualitative participatory action research based on in-depth interviews
with 3 key informants involved with the organization of Children’s Day activities, namely: 1)
Suwanna Mongkolkai, Expert Policy and Planning Analyst, Speech Group, Secretarial Office of
the Prime Minister; 2) General Peerawat Prohmkladpanaow, Assistant Director, Armed Forces
Development Unit, Civilian Affairs Department, Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters; and 3)
Tanyaporn Mongkolkan, Expert Events Organizer, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Education. Data were analyzed through interpretation and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that Children’s Day is related to Thai politics in these ways: 1)
the Children’s Day motto, a new one of which is set every year, since the beginning has always
come from the head executive or the prime minister. The words chosen clearly reflect the
government’s desires or expectations for the nation’s youth. They also indicate something about
the political situation in that year. 2) Children’s Day activities are related to the government or
government power. The activities each year are very similar. Every government and private sector
agency plans activities that are based on the educational policies of the present government.
Mainly the activities focus on creativity, fun, learning, and social conscience. They aim to give
children the opportunity to realize their value, role, duties and importance. They also tend to
indoctrinate the children and inculcate patriotism. The government infuses respect for
authoritarianism into the activities, pressuring the children to accept the government’s ideals and
develop those ideals into their social values and culture.

Keywords: Children’s Day, Children’s Day motto, Children’s Day activities, Thai politics
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