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Independent Study title: Roles of Teachers that Affected the Results of the Election for a
Member of Parliament Representing Zone 2 in Phetchaburi Province
on Sunday, 3 July 2011

Author: Mr. Surapol Kaypet; ID: 2498002217, Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics

and Government); Independent Study advisor: Yuttaporn Issarachai, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the official and unofficial roles of
teachers that affected the results of the election for a member of parliament representing Zone 2 in
Phetchaburi Province on Sunday, 3 July 2011.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 30 teachers,
school administrators and educational personnel in Cha-am District and Tha Yang District,
Petchaburi Province. The samples were chosen through purposive sampling. Data were collected
using an interview form and were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) Teachers played the following official roles in the
election: in election management, teachers participated in election-related education and public
relations activities; in campaigning, teachers organized activities in neighborhoods and
communities to encourage people to vote; as committee members of polling sites, teachers strictly
carried out the law; as directors of polling sites, teachers remained neutral and followed the rules.
(2) As for teachers’ unofficial roles in the election, the samples interviewed mostly agreed but
some had differing opinions. Most said that when expressing their political views with close
friends, they remained neutral. They also expressed political opinions through the Internet. As for
relationships with the candidates, most of the teachers said they had asked the candidates to
provide support for education. None of the teachers interviewed worked as canvassers for a
candidate and all remained neutral. In choosing who to vote for, they chose good and capable

candidates.

Keywords: role of teachers, parliamentary election, Petchaburi Province
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