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Abstract

The objectives of the research are (1) to study the role of Nonthaburi city municipality
in promoting people’s participation in flood prevention; (2) to study the challenges encountered by
Nonthaburi municipality in fulfilling that role; and (3) to provide recommendations for solving
those problems and improving the role of Nonthaburi municipality.

This study is a qualitative research. Thirteen persons were selected for interviews,
including the executive persons of Nonthaburi municipality, senior officials, and community
leaders. The research employs interview questionnaires and descriptive analysis as main methods.

The study shows that Nonthaburi municipality undertook the lead role in promoting
public participation in solving the flood problem by (1) providing public information and creating
public awareness of participation in municipal affairs; (2) holding town hall meeting and public
hearing; (3) secking public partnerships for municipal works; (4) brainstorming ideas which led to
good governance in resolving the flood; and, (5) disseminating information through the website
and brochures. However, some key challenges were present. They were identified as (1) lack of
correct information among the local public; (2) lack of awareness of the importance of participation;
(3) divergence of conflictual perspectives; and (4) inadequate budget allocation for constructing
permanent dikes. Key recommendations are provided as follows: (1) improving management and
capacity building; (2) increasing budget allocation for permanent dikes; and (3) taking a study visit

to learn about best practice in flood prevention for further improvement of Nonthaburi municipality.

Keyword : Roles; Nonthaburi Municipality; Participation; Flooding in 2011
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