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Independent Study title: The Process of Building a Strong Democratic Society in
the Area of Wang Bost Tambol Administrative
Organization, Nong Phai District, Phetchabun Province
Author: Mr.Somboon Sutthongman; 1D: 2578001493; Degree: Master of Political
Science; Independent Study advisor: Yuttaporn Issarachai, Associate Professor;
Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the steps and methods for
building a strong democratic society; (2) factors that facilitate the building of a strong
democratic society; and (3) recommendations for the process of building a strong
democratic society in the area of Wang Bot Tambol Administrative Organization.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 25 was purposively
selected from among 3 groups and consisted of (Group 1) 4 local leaders who were
administrators, (Group 2) 10 members of the local council, and (Group 3) 11 representatives
of local citizens. Data were gathered using an interview form and analyzed through
content analysis.

The results showed that (1) the steps for building a strong democracy were
to build political conscience, to create opportunities for people to participate in local
administration, to promote civil society, to link all activities to civil society, to
provide space and venues for civil society groups to organize activities, and to adhere
to the public voice as the main directive. (2) The facilitating factors are that the local
administrative organization should organize education about democracy, the local
administrative organization should insure that classes about democracy are included
in the curricula of all local schools since early education or should offer training
sessions, the local administrative organization should build up a political culture that
facilitates democracy, and should use the political socialization process to build up a
new political culture in the area. (3) Recommendations are that local government
should promote people’s government and build up good citizenship, and should
promote the joining of social groups and encourage the groups to participate in social
processes. Representatives of the people should set up a center to develop and
promote people’s politics to help create a democratic culture in local communities.
They should build up a civic network. The central government should support these
efforts but should not give orders or try to dominate the people ideologically. The
state should have a clearly stated policy of promoting truly autonomous local
administration, because it is a key factor that is essential for laying a good foundation
for strong democracy.

Keywords: Democratization, Local government, Local politics, Civil society,
Local autonomy
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