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Indepemdent Study title: Topics in Human Right, Focusing on the Inequality and the Treatment
of Inmates : The Case Study of 3 Prisons in Thailand
Author: Mr. Sutin Somretngan; ID: 2568001354 ; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Indepemdent Study advisor: Dr. Pisan Mukdaratsami, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2018

Abstract

This research has two objectives; (1) to study the problems of human rights relating to prison inequality as well as
prisoner discrimination and (2) to propose the ways to solve the problems which are mentioned above.

Regarding this research methodology, this researcher is collecting the data through qualitative methods. The
researcher will conduct in-depth interviews with the prison directors and prisoners from 3 prisons; (1) Songkla Correctional
Institution for Drug Addicts (2) Krabi Provincial Prison (3) Nakohn Ratchasima Central Prison. Also, 13 participants (2 Prison
directors, 1 Correctional Institution director, 9 prisoners, and 1 human rights activist) will be interviewed by the researcher.

From this study, the research found that there are several problematic findings of the treatment of inmates in the
prisons. First of all, the penological operations normally support all prisoners to get many benefits when they are eligible for
getting them such as Goodtime Allowance (Reduction of Sentences) and Parole. Unfortunately, they may be not fairly
supported the prisoners well enough because of social inequality as well as inequality the prison staff in the prisons.
Consequently, some inmates are not fairly treated by the prison officers. Secondly, the issue of prisoner welfare can lead to
prisoner discrimination in that some prison staff let the prisoners sell the products (from the prison commissary) to other
prisoners with a more expensive price. So, it is a way to frustrate the way of consumption among the inferior prisoners. For the
medical service, also, it is unfair among the prisoners in that the prison staff will take care of superior prisoners rather than
inferior prisoners. For instance, the staff taking responsibility for the prison clinic discriminate the treatment of prisone rs who
are closer to those staff. At the same time, the staff make take these prisoners come to stay in the clinic. So, this problem leads
to unwell care of ill prisoners at all. The dimension of prisoner vocational training, lastly, is a part of the research find ings.
Normally, the prison staff will determine the training aims so as to let each prisoner perform a duty to the best. However, when
some prisoners cannot manage their task, the prison staff will do a discrimination by letting their trustees hurt and harm the
prisoners without any careful supervisions from the prison director. From the researcher’s research exploration, all these
problems are caused by maltreatment and careless performance from the prison staff. Therefore, this research will propose the
ways to solve these problems by giving the knowledge and understanding towards the prison sta ff about appropriate treatment
of prisoners as well as human rights among the prisoners. Also, the prison staff should be seriously trained to know the rules
and obligations in the prison. Consequently, all solutions can reduce the problems of human rights relating to prison inequality

as well as prisoner discrimination in the contemporary situation.

Keywords: Human Rights, Inequality, Discrimination, Inmates
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