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Thesis title. The Role of CommunityRadio and Thai Cultural Inheritance: A Case Study of
Community Radio in Muang Kanchanaburi District, Kanchanaburi Province
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(3) Dr. Anucha Muangyai, Lt.Col.; Academic year : 2011

Abstract

The present research aimed to study (1) the history of community radio; (2) the role
of community radio in the promotion and transmission of Thai culture in Muang Kanchanaburi
district and (3) the role of community radio in Muang Kanchanaburi district in promoting and
transmitting Thai culture. A qualitative research method was employed with a group of 25
participants comprised of 5 community radio administrators, 10 disk jockeys, and 10
community heads. The contents of radio programmes were analysed into five cultural
frameworks, namely daily life; language and literature; religion and morality; activity and art; and
society, economy and politics.

The research results showed that (1) community radio was first established in 2491
B.E. by KPFA station in Berkeley, California, the United States of America. In Thailand, it was
set up in accordance with section 40 in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.2540.
(2) The main role of community radio was to promote and transmit Thai culture with the aims of
education, local community preservation, problem solving in the community, and political
participation. (3) Regarding desirable and undesirable effects, it was found that on the whole the
impact was desirable, but there were also undesirable effects: (1) in language and literature,
language usage was sometimes incorrect; (2) in the religious and moral area, community radio
stations received income from spot advertising; (3) in art and activity, community radio was
supported by alcohol companies; and (4) in the economic, social and political area, unverified

community radio news reports caused a panic among listeners.

Keywords: the Role of community radio, Thai cultural promotion and heritage
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