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Independent Study title: The Role of Political Parties in Legislation
Author: SM 1 Anan Suksan; ID: 2488005394; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Thapanat Prom-in,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2011

Abstract

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study the roles and responsibilities of
Thai political parties in legislation; (2) to study the ideas of Members of Parliament and related
academics about legislation; (3) to form recommendations for alternatives to develop the role of
political parties in legislation.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 9 Members of
Parliament and 5 academics involved in the field of legislation. Data were collected using an
interview form and analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) Political parties played a role in legislation, from
directing and controlling the writing and submission of draft laws up to directing all the steps to
get the legislation passed. (2) All the samples interviewed agreed that Members of Parliament
were not independent in performing their duties as legislators. The leader of each political party
directs the role of the party. The major obstacle is that money is used to maintain the stability of
the political parties. (3) The recommended way to develop the role of political parties in
legislation is to develop politics in every way, meaning developing political ideals, developing
political institutions, and developing political culture. The political structure should be developed
to be more efficient and the legislative branch should be more independent from political parties.

The judicial branch should also play a role in legislation.

Keywords: role, responsibility, political party, legislation
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