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Thesis title:  Conservation and Development of Traditional Reed Mat Weaving:
a Case Study of Baan Paeng Village in the Kosum Phisai District of
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history of traditional
reed mat weaving in Baan Paeng Village in the Kosum Phisai District of Maha
Sarakham Province; and (2) ways to conserve and develop traditional reed mat
weaving in the village.

This was a qualitative study. The sample consisted of 15 key informants,
20 weavers and 30 people who came to purchase mats at the One Tambol, One
Product (OTOP) center in Paeng District. Data were collected using in-depth
structured interview forms, a participatory observation form, and a non-participatory
observation form. Data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the art of reed mat weaving has been passed
down in the village for more than 100 years. It started with villagers weaving stalks of
cat tail reeds (Typha angustifolia) to make mats for use at home or to trade. In 1978,
the Kosum Phisai community development office sent some representatives of local
weavers to study mat weaving in the Laem Sing District of Chanthaburi Province.
They switched from using cat tail reeds to using sedges in the genus Carex as their
weaving material. In 2001, the government’s Cooperatives Promotion Department
sent teachers to the village to teach them to weave special patterns into their mats,
such as traditional designs used for silk weaving like Mee design, Bia design, Krajab
design, as well as letters and images. This helped the weavers create a wide variety of
colorful designs and their products earned five-star status in the OTOP program. (2)
To conserve this art, a weavers group should be organized, an OTOP center should be
built, products should be shown at mobile exhibitions, and a curriculum should be
developed to teach weaving to 4™- to 6"- graders at the local schools. The product
should be developed by improving the seeds and fiber of the sedge plant, developing
better weaving tools, developing new kinds of woven products and designs,
improving packaging and expanding sales channels.

Keywords: Reed mat, Traditional weaving, Conservation, Development
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