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Independent Study title: A Comparative Study of the Role, Status and Performance of Kumnan and Village
Headmen Serving a Term of Office Limited to 5 Years or Serving to the Age of 60
Years

Auther: Mrs. [sawan Noonil; ID: 2548001417; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Thirapat Serirangsan, Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

This research aimed to examine (1) the roles, powers and responsibilities of kumnan and village
headmen in Thailand from the past to the present; (2) the roles, powers and responsibilities of the equivalent
local chiefs in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines, countries which have similar political administrative
structures to Thailand; (3) the role, status and work performance of kumnan and village headmen who serve a
term of office limited to 5 years compared to those who serve up to the age of 60; (4) the future trend of the
positions of kumnan and village headman in Thailand in the future based on analysis of the roles of these
positions in the past.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and interviews with a sample
population of citizens living in 23 districts in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, consisting of 20-30 samples each
from 5 groups: bureaucratic officials, kumnans, village headmen, community leaders, and civil society.

The results showed that (1) From the past to the present, kumnan and village headmen acted
primarily as leaders. Their major role is to administer and look after the people in their village and to act as
agents of the state in the manner of a coordinator or as a liaison between government agencies and citizens in
the village. (2) The equivalent local leaders in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines have many similar roles
and responsibilities to the kumnan and village headmen of Thailand. In addition to their duties as leaders of the
local community in governing and overseeing the community, they also have the status of state officials whose
roles and authority are stipulated by law. (3) When kumnan and village headmen are allowed to continue
holding the position until they reach the age of 60 years, it can make their work more efficient and more
continuous. They can accumulate work experience, which has a positive effect on their decision-making and
problem-solving ability. If they serve in office for a term of only 5 years, they require the support of politicians,
and that may detrimental to the effectiveness of their work performance. (4) As for the future trend of the
position, as representatives of the state, village headmen will continue to have an important role acting as a
mechanism to link and coordinate cooperation between the government and the people in the area. Kumnan and
village headmen must go back to place emphasis on their original major roles and duties under the Regional

Administration Act, BE 2457.

Keywords: Role, Status, Work performance, Kumnan, Village headman
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