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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the socio-economic
status; (2) the dairy farming conditions; (3) the dairy farming problems; (4) the further
training needs of the farmers; and (5) the differences of the training needs between the
farmers with differences in experience. The data were collected by a random sample
of 200 dairy farmers from 402 farmers in Udon Thani Province by way of personal
interviews . Statistical procedures used in analyzing the data included frequencies,
percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and t-test.

Based on the study, it was concluded that the farmers were 42.67 years in
an average. Most of them had completed primary school, owned 25 rai of land and
14.85 rai was used for dairy farming. Their average annual income was 174,986.10
baht. They average long term loan was 215,833.33 baht and the average debt was
207,027.40 baht. They had been involved in dairy farming for 7.9 years on average.
They hired a truck to take their raw milk to a milk collection center which was 12.5
km. away from their farms on average. The average number of cattle per farm was
17.7, of which 7.4 heads were milking cows, producing 84.4 kg. per day. Most
farmers got their water supply from a well. The cattle were inspected for tuberculosis
and brucellosis once a year and were vaccinated to prevent foot and mouth disease
twice a year. Artificial insemination and identification cards were used for their cattle.
Cows and their udders were washed with water but pre-milking to check mastitis was
not applied before milking. There was an average of 13.60 rai of pasture per farm of
which 10.6 rai was ruzi grass. Grass was cut and carried to provide fresh feed . They
also fed the milking cows with 18.19 percent protein concentrate of an average of
9.4 kg. a day. The concentrate cost 6.62 baht a kg. There were 2.8 laborers per farm.
The farmers decided to operate dairy farms because the govemnment promoted them.
They had been trained before they started to operate a farm, and also once ina while
after they had started. The biggest problem in operating a dairy farm was the high
price of concentrated feed. The training needs were indicated at a “high” level for
dairy breed and breeding, artificial insemination, diseases and disease control. It was
found that the degree of training needs of the farmers with differences in experience
were significantly different in 7 subjects: artificial insemination, calf rearing, heifer
and steer rearing, pregnant and cow rearing, lactating cow rearing, pasture
management, feedstuffs and feed formulation.

Based on the study, it was recommended that: (1) the proportion of lactating
cows and non milking cattle (dry and replacement cows) should be suitable,
(2) concentrate should be mixed on farm to reduce the cost of feed, (3) training
courses should be offered directly to farm workers at a proper time, (4) good farmers
should be provided with more loans, (5) pasture should be improved for a good
quality and increase quantity, and (6) milk of a good quality should be produced.

Keywords: Training on dairy production, Udon Thani Province
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