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Independent Study title: Factors that Facilitated Police General Thongchai Yenprasert to

the Position of Mayor of Nonthaburi Provincial Administrative Organization
Author: Pol. Lt. Apimuk Prakongwong; ID: 2518000308; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the factors that facilitated Police General Thongchai
Yenprasert to the position of chairman of the Nonthaburi Provincial Administrative Organization.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 17 informants, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of Police General Thongchai Yenprasert, relatives of Police General
Thongchai Yenprasert, his political campaign donors, his political contacts, and ordinary citizens. The
research tool used was a structured interview form. Data were analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the internal factors that facilitated Police General Thongchai
Yenprasert’s winning in the election were his personality and characteristics suiting a police
commander, his image as an outstanding leader, his career position that made him well known among
the local citizens, and his ready and frequent assistance and support of local leaders at different levels.
In addition, Police General Thongchai Yenprasert came from a financially stable and successful family,
which gave him a strong foundation for entering politics. He wanted to develop people’s quality of life
and solve the drug problem, and he set those as his policies, which made voters interested because they
wanted to see changes. The major external factors that facilitated Police General Thongchai
Yenprasert’s winning in the election were support from local politicians and the joining of political
groups. The local politicians who endorsed him and those who joined the “Peung Luang” group were all
people who were accepted by the local voters and people in whom the voters had faith. Together, they
had a strong political base and influence, so they provided strong support for Police General Thongchai

Yenprasert.

Keywords: Factors influencing political success, Mayor of Nonthaburi Provincial Administrative

Organization, Police General Thongchai Yenprasert
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