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Independent Study title: The Campaign Strategies of Mr. Niphon Bunyamni and
Mr. Uthit Chuchuai in the Election for Chairman of the
Songkhla Provincial Administrative
Organization on August 4, 2013
Author: Pol. Sen.Sgt. Maj. Chatchai Kongtawee; ID: 2558000812; Degree:Master of
Political Science; Independent Study advisor: Thasothorn Tootongkam, Associate
Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

This research sought to study (1) the political contextand factors that
affected the campaigns of candidates in the electionfor chairman of the Provincial
Administrative Organization of Songkhla Province; and (2) to study andanalyze
themarketing strategies used by the candidates.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 38, chosen
through purposive sampling, consisted of (1) 2 candidates for the position of chairman
of the Songkhla Provincial Administrative Organization in the August 4, 2013
election; (2) 4 national and local level politicians involved in the campaign; (3) 6
government officials; and 4) 26 academics, journalists, religious leaders and general
citizens in the voting district. Data were collected using an interview form and
analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The study found that (1) The externalfactorsthat influenced the context of
the election were first, political factors-- Mr. Niphon Bunyamniran under the banner
of the Democratic Party, which has enjoyed popularity and the faith of most of the
peoplein Songkhla province. His opponent, Mr. Uthit Chuchuai, also ran for the
Democratic Party, but the national-level party leaders clearly supported Mr.
NiphonBunyamni for this election and made a personal visit to the area to endorse
him. The internal factors were the backgrounds and qualificationsof thecandidates.
Mr. Niphon Bunyamni is a national level politician with local level experience. Mr.
UthitChuchuai has also had a successful career in local politics, but before the
election he was implicated in a legal case that may have swayed undecided voters to
vote for the opponent with the untarnished history. (2) The major marketing strategy
that both candidatesusedinthe campaign was the personal image strategy. Their
images were both similarly striking at first, but Mr. Uthit Chuchuai had been accused
of conspiring in the assassination of a former mayor of Songkhla, which had a very
negative impact on his image. In short, the external and internal political factors and
the personal image marketing strategy resulted in Mr. Niphon Bunyamniwinning
theelection for Chairman of Songkhla Provincial Administrative Organization on
August 4,2556.

Keywords: Election campaign, Campaign strategy, Provincial administrative
organization, Songkhla Province
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