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Abstract

The purposes of research were (1) to study the Jehovah’s Witnesses
Missionaries’ role in the teaching and the furtherance of Bible study, (2) to
investigate the problems, difficulties, and methods of solving them, and (3) to
compare their methods in the teaching and the furtherance of Bible study during the
years 1936-1979 and 1980-2009.

The research method is qualitative, using the data from collected documentary
research and group interviews, as well as overt participant observation. The sampled
populations for this research were (1) twenty Jehovah’s Witnesses Missionaries, (2)
twenty Bible students in the Theocratic Ministry school, and (3) twenty interested
people.

The results of this research revealed that (1) the Jehovah’s Witnesses
Missionaries made use of Bible learning activity in churches, homes, public parks,
and also department stores in order to extend Christian knowledge and the belief of
the Jehovah’s Witnesses both as individuals and in groups. (2) Whenever Jehovah’s
Witnesses Missionaries had problems in Thai language communication, there were
many activities to solve the problems, such as worship, training, learning Thai
language courses for better skills as well as to further the unity of missionaries, and to
have courage in teaching the Bible. (3) The method in the teaching and the
furtherance of Bible study during the years 1936-1979 was informal education to
promote lifelong education to interested people. However, the number of the
interested people was limited to those who could communicate in English, because
most of the missionaries were foreigners. During the years 1980-2009, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses Missionaries’ method in the teaching and the furtherance of Bible study
was a continuous promotion of education which was compatible with non-formal
education. It was accessible and responsive to interested people who were able to
study the Bible at any time and place. There was an increasing number of Thai
missionaries, so there were no Thai communication problems. The publication and
distribution of Bible learning activities in many places through the internet and
information technology provided more variety of channels and enabled wider and
more convenient access the Bible study at any time.

Keywords: Role, Jehovah’s Witnesses Missionaries
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