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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the forms of political
participation of citizens of municipalities and sub-districts in Moei Wadi District, Roi Et
Province; (2) obstacles to or problems with their political participation; and (3) suggestions
for solving the problems and promoting greater public political participation.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 23, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of administrators and employees of municipalities and
sub-districts in Moei Wadi District, Roi Et Province, district-level government
employees, community leaders, and local citizens. Data were collected using an
interview form and analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Political participation of citizens in the study
area took the forms of awareness/acknowledgement, sharing of opinions, initiation of
movements, thinking/decision-making, practical operations, and auditing/inspection.
(2) The major problem with political participation was that the majority of citizens
lacked conscience about being a good citizen and did not realize the importance of
political participation or participated to only a limited degree. (3) The major approaches for
overcoming the problem are to build greater awareness of citizenship and democracy
among youth and to promote political participation behavior among local citizens.

Keywords: Local politics, Political participation, Citizenship, Political awareness
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