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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study public participation in the
management of the water resources of Khonsai Sub-district Administrative
Organization; (2) to study problems with public participation in the management of
the water resources of Khonsai Sub-district Administrative Organization; and (3) to
recommend approaches to solving those problems.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and
interviews with 20 key informants, consisting of the chairman of Khonsai Sub-district
Administrative Organization, 5 operations-level personnel, 5 council members, 8
village headmen and 1 sub-district headman. Data were analyzed through descriptive
analysis.

The results showed that local citizens participated to a reasonable degree
in the policy-making and planning aspects of local water resources management, but
most did not pay attention to proposing water resource development projects. In terms
of financial management, citizens joined in planning the budget with the sub-district
administrative organization personnel, and joined in considering development plans
with the development plan committee. As for public participation in operations,
cooperation with the people was created in water resource development. The people
did not participate in coordinating with other government agencies. 2) Four major
problems were identified: a) for policy and planning, the majority of citizens did not
place importance on water resources development, and the Khonsai Sub-district
Administrative Organization did not form relevant policies and plans; b) for budget,
an annual expense budget was not prepared for developing water resources in the sub-
district; c) for operations, the majority of citizens did not pay attention to the issue and
did not submit water resource development plans; and d) for cooperative work, the
sub-district did not request a budget for coordinated projects with relevant agencies.
3) The following approaches are suggested for solving the problems: a) the sub-
district administrative organization should build mechanisms for public participation
in the planning, operations and problem-solving steps, and should organize public
forums to solicit suggestions for water resource management projects or activities; b)
a budget should be planned specifically for water resource development and
management for use in agriculture; c) greater public participation should be created
for solving problems related to water resource development and management for use
in agriculture; and d) the sub-district administrative organization should form
agreements with related agencies for joint water resource management projects.

Keyword: People’s Participation, Management of water, Khonsai Sub-district,
Ubon Ratchathani Province
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