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Independent Study title: Political Activism of the Karen Ethnic Group: A Case Study of the Group
in Ban Bang Kama, Ban Kha District, Ratchaburi Province
Author: Mrs. Usa Kulabut; ID: 2558002230; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pisan Mukdaratsami, Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objective of this research is twofold: (1) to study political activism of the Karen
ethnic group in Ban Bang Kama; and (2) to examine difficulties faced by the group in expressing
their political activism.

This study employs qualitative methods of in-depth interviews and focus group
discussions with representatives of the Karen ethnicity in Bang Kama from the Karen Network
for Culture and the Environment in Tanaosri District. The research methods also include a field
observation in a public forum on “Making Kaeng Krajan Forest a World Natural Heritage” held at
the local culture square, Ban Bohng Kratingbon, Ban Kha District, Ratchaburi Province. The data
are analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The study shows that political activism of the Karen ethnic group of Ban Bang Kama
arises from their awareness and good understanding of fundamental rights of Thai citizens as
safeguarded in the 2008 Constitution. These fundamental rights are founded upon human rights
and civil liberties. Such awareness has led to their increasing participation in diverse forms of
political activities such as turning out for voting in general election, joining pressure groups,
involving in political movements, launching public forums, and campaigning on social tolerance
towards ethnic diversity. They have employed several methods in their political activism and have
put great efforts in solving issues of conflict, especially in the management of local natural
resources. The main difficulties they faced in expressing their political activism are primarily due
to the fact that the Thai current politics and governance are a closed system with autocratic
military leadership under the control of the National Council for Peace and Order. Furthermore,
internal disagreements within the group exist over several issues. And more importantly, Thai
society at large tends to have a negative attitude towards the Karen people and thereby treating
them as a marginalized group. This has also become a hindrance to the success of their political

activism.

Keywords: Activism, Environmental movement, Hill tribe, Ethnic minority
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