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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the ways in which Chonburi
Municipality and citizens of Chonburi participated in community-level economic development;
and (2) approaches for promoting the joint participation of local administrative organizations
and citizens in community-level economic development projects.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and interviews with 3
groups of key informants, chosen through purposive sampling, consisting of 1 administrator of
Chonburi Municipality, 3 members of the Chonburi municipal council, and 10 citizens and tradesmen
at the Plee Port Fish Market. Data were collected using an interview form and analyzed using
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) There were 4 ways in which the Chonburi Municipality and
citizens of Chonburi participated in community-level economic development: 1.1) decision making;
1.2) operations; 1.3) receiving benefits; and 1.4) evaluating. (2) The recommendations for promoting
greater participation of both local administrative organizations and citizens in community-level
economic development were 2.1) to participate in decision making from the beginning of any project
through to its implementation and operations, to jointly survey the community’s problems and
needs, and to have citizens and the municipality agree on decisions that would be mutually
beneficial to both; 2.2) to participate in operations by sacrificing resources such as labor, money and
materials and by joint management and coordination between the municipality and citizens; 2.3) in
the case of the fish market, the citizens would receive benefits from participating in the
project by gaining more income from selling seafood and other products at the market; (2.4)
to participate in evaluation by following up on the project’s successes, problems and obstacles

with the main assessment data coming from periodic surveys of tourists’ satisfaction.

Keywords: Public participation, Community economic development, Chonburi Municipality,

Citizen participation
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