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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study (1) the roles of the official and
unofficial actors who took part in setting the three-year development plan (2017-
2019) of the Khao Khlung Tambon Administrative Organization in Ratchaburi
Province; (2) the socio-political relationships between people in authority and other
actors involved in drafting the three-year development plan; and (3) problems and
difficulties encountered in setting the three-year development plan.

The research employs qualitative methods of data collection in the field,
documentary research, observation, and interviews. The key informants are
categorized into two groups: official actors and unofficial actors. The data from
documentary research, observations and interviews are grouped and systematized, and
followed by descriptive analysis.

The results show that, firstly, official actors played a greater role in
determining the three-year development plan than did unofficial actors. This is
because, in the capacity of their position and official appointment, the official actors
have the authority to decide which projects should be included in the plan. Thus they
could play their roles and could exercise their authority directly. Secondly, the
relationship between authoritative officials and other informal actors involved in
drafting the three-year development plan were characterized by mutual assistance and
compromised positions rather than rent-seeking. Other people involved hence
accepted the authority of the official actors in setting up the agenda of the
development plan because they were expected to keep the best interests of the local
people in mind. Thirdly, there was no political influences both from local and national
politicians that could have caused troubles by intervening the process of drafting the
development plan. However, the main challenge still remained, mostly related to the
budget inadequacy in comparison with other development projects proposed.

Keywords: Local politics, Local development, Khao Khlung Sub-District
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