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Independent Study title: The Role of Municipal Sub-District Council Members in Conciliatory
Resolution: A Case Study of the Thung Chang Municipal Sub-District
Council in Nan Province

Author: Mr. Anan Inpichit; ID: 2568001073; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;
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Abstract

The objective of this research is twofold: (1) to study the role of the members of Thung
Chang Municipal Sub-District Council in conciliatory resolution; and (2) to identify challenges in
local conciliatory processes and recommend the solutions.

This is a qualitative research. The key informants, selected through purposive
samplings, include 12 members of Thung Chang Municipal Sub-District Council. This thesis
employs interview questionnaires as the principal research tool. Data are analyzed by descriptive
analysis.

The research shows that, firstly, the members of Thung Chang Municipal Sub-District
Council have played a lead role in conciliation when conflicts arose among local citizens. The roles
include receiving complaints over grievances, hearing causes of conflictual issues, facilitating
interactions, building confidence between parties to conflict, settle the disputes through
conciliation. Secondly, the challenges in conciliatory process are identified as (1) the lack of public
confidence because no legal framework is provided for municipal sub-district council members to
act as conciliators; (2) the inadequacy of knowledge and understanding of proper conciliatory
methods; (3) the incomplete acceptance on the part of the citizens involved. Approaches to solving
these problems are: (1) enactment of laws to provide authorities for municipal sub-district council
members to act as local conciliators; b) providing training for municipal sub-district council
members on proper conflict conciliation methods; and ¢) setting aside a special budget line for local

conflict resolution.

Keywords: Roles of Municipal Sub-District Council Members, Conciliation, Local Cconflicts,

Thung Chang Sub-district, Nan Province
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