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Abstract

The objective of this research is threefold: (1) to study the roles of the
Chiang Mai 51 community radio station that has been involved with political
movements in Chiang Mai; (2) to look at the listening behavior of members of the Red
Shirt political group in Chiang Mai and their acceptance of the Chiang Mai 51
community radio station during the premiership of Miss Yingluck Shinawatra (8
August 2011 — 7 May 2014); (3) to determine the causal relationship between receiving
news and information from the radio station and the listeners’ political beliefs, attitudes
and decisions.

This is a qualitative research based on structured individual in-depth
interviews with the tree categories of key informants: (1) the program hosts of Chiang
Mai 51 community radio station; (2) listeners of Chiang Mai 51 community radio
station who are also members of the Red Shirt movement and who have participated in
the radio station’s activities; and, (3) other residents of Chiang Mai who have not been
involved with the radio station. Data are analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results shows that most of the program hosts at Chiang Mai 51
community radio station broadcasted news and information that supported the
government of Miss Yingluck Shinawatra. They used the radio station as a public
relations platform to broadcast news about politics and the government’s movements
with the aim of persuading listeners to follow the beliefs and attitudes of the radio
producers. The radio station was a medium for recruiting people to join in political
activities and protest movements and a leading actor in those activities. Listeners who
were members of the Red Shirt movement said they listened to the Chiang Mai 51 radio
station all the time and they believed that broadcasting news and information from this
channel were true. Since they had faith in the program hosts, they voluntarily decided
to join in the activities and political movements that were promoted through the radio
station. By contrast, other residents in Chiang Mai, who opted not to listen to the radio
shows, received political news from people around them. However, the channel of
receiving information did not affect their decisions to participate in political activities.
In conclusion, the Chiang Mai 51 community radio station undertook three roles as a
mass media player: (1) reflecting societal views; (2) representing particular voices in
society; and, (3) building public opinion. Overall, the broadcasting of Chiang Mai 51
community radio station was used for propagating their views, values, attitudes and
political beliefs to the listeners from the Red Shirt movement.

Keywords: Role, Community Radio Station, Political Movements,
Rak Chiang Mai 51, Chiang Mai Province
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