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Independent study title: Operational Role of the Talat Sai Sub-district Community

Organizations Council in Prathai District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
Author: Sgt. Prawit Wongsan ID: 2578000818; Degree: Master of Political Science ;
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Academic year: 2016

Abstract

The objectives of this research are threefold: (1) to study the roles and performances of the
Talat Sai Sub-district Community Organization Council (COC) under the parameter of 2008 Community
Councils Act; (2) to study challenges faced by the Talat Sai Sub-district COC in its operations; and, (3)
to recommend approaches to solving those challenges.

This research employs qualitative research methods, consisting of documentary research and
interviews with key informants, chosen through purposive sampling. The chosen key informants consisted
of the COC chairman, its secretary and 7 members of the Talat Sai Sub-district COC, 2 village
headmen/local administrators, and one local administrator, totally 12 target persons. The main research
tool was an interview questionnaires. Collected data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results show that Talat Sai Sub-district COC’s role does not fit with the intent of the
2008 Community Council Act especially in strengthening communities and promoting public
participation. Talat Sai Sub-district COC’s performances are neither efficient nor effective. Furthermore,
Talat Sai Sub-district COC frequently encounters the following difficulties. Firstly, the members do not
understand their duties or roles in managing the COC’s work. Secondly, the members are few and drawn
from a limited scope of groups. And thirdly, most of the members hold multiple positions that result in
the overlapping of duties they need to perform in their communities. In addition, there exist challenges in
public involvement in the community. For instance, the local people lacked confidence in expressing their
ideas in meetings and forums. Very few citizens participated in the COC’s activities. The COC also faces
difficulty in fulfilling its duties due to the limitations of its budget. Suggested approaches to solving these
problems include building up greater knowledge and understanding about the official roles and

responsibilities of COCs in and citizens as well as promoting greater participation.

Keywords: Civil Society, Community Organizations Council, Prathai District, Nakhon Ratchasima
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