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Independent Study title: Roles of the Village Fund Network Chairman in Implementing Projects to
Strengthen Grassroots Economy in Accordance with the Civil State
Approach in Ubon Ratchathani Province

Author: Mrs. Thanchanok Sitthisarn; ID: 2578002111; Degree: Master of Political Science ;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Thanasak Saijumba, Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2016
Abstract

The objectives of this research are threefold: (1) to study the roles of the Village Fund
Network Chairman in implementing projects to strengthen grassroots economy in accordance with the civil
state approach in Ubon Ratchathani Province; (2) to study the challenges in such attempts; and (3) to
provide practical recommendations for project implementation in accordance with the government civil
state policy.

This research employs qualitative methods based on interviews with 18 key informants,
chosen through purposive sampling. The key informants consist of 8 representatives of Village Fund
Network chairmen, 5 representatives of the general public, and 5 representatives from the public sector. The
research uses interview questionnaires as a data collection tool. The collected data are analyzed through
content analysis and are reported with a descriptive analysis.

The results show that firstly most of the persons undertaking the position of Village Fund
Network Chairman do not fully understand their intended roles in managing projects in line with the civil
state government policy. Most of the citizens are not assertive and leave the decision-making role to
government employees or people they respect. Secondly, the main challenge to the policy implementation
is the incompatibility of different projects, resulting different interpretation of the project approach. Also,
additional steps in addition to official rules are unnecessarily introduced, thereby complicating the process
and creating loopholes for fund misuse. Thirdly, in rectifying the process in accordance with civil state
government policy, the key recommendation focus on reducing the paperwork and limiting the process only
to the basic rules set by government by not allowing chairmen of Village Fund Networks to create their own
rules or additional steps. This would help ensure that communities all over the country proceed with the
projects in the same way. The paperwork for all the implementation steps should not be processed by the
district authorities or the chairmen of the Village Fund Networks. The people in each village should manage
all the detailed steps themselves. This would help strengthen communities, promote learning and develop

capacities of the people in villages and communities.

Keywords: community enterprise, civil state, grassroots economy, Village Fund
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