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Independent Study title: Local Democracy and Phu Tai Culture of Phu Tai Ban Phon Community in
Kham Muang District Kalasin Province
Author: Miss Phanthira Khamsila; ID: 2578002087; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Yuttaporn Issarachai, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2016

Abstract

The objectives of this research are (1) to study the local democracy and Phu Tai culture of
Phu Tai Ban Phon Community in Kham Muang District Kalasin Province, (2) to investigate the effects of
Phu Tai culture on the development of local democracy of Phu Tai Ban Phon Community in Kham Muang
District Kalasin Province and (3) to propose the solution to encourage the local democracy of Phu Tai Ban
Phon Community in Kham Muang District Kalasin Province.

The qualitative approach was used to apply in this research. Data collection was gathered
from literature review and interview. Purposive sampling was divided into four groups including
community leaders of Ban Phon community, community committees of Ban Phon Community, local
philosophers of Ban Phon Community and people in Ban Phon Community (12 interviewees in total). Then,
the data were analyzed using a content analysis method and a descriptive analysis method.

This research found that (1) the Phu Tai culture of Phu Tai Ban Phon Community in Kham
Muang District Kalasin Province had the relationship with local democracy. The Phu Tai culture was the
basis of democracy in the community. (2) The factors encouraged the development of local democracy in
Phu Tai Ban Phon Community including attitude cultures, family cultures, local traditions, material
cultures, ideas, and beliefs on supernatural power. These factors have led the people in the community to
behave in a customary manner resulting in a contributing factor to the foundations of democracy. One the
other hand, the obstacle factors of the development of local democracy in Phu Tai Ban Phon Community
were attitude culture, ideas, beliefs on the law of Karma, beliefs on hell and heaven, and beliefs on merit
and demerit. When the candidates gave supports (money or materials) to community, some of them
rewarded the candidates by giving a vote. As a result, the electoral votes were purchased. Moreover, the
some people in the community believe in halo of the candidates leading to control the direction of electoral
vote. (3) The solution to encourage the local democracy of Phu Tai Ban Phon Community is community
consultation by providing the opportunities for people in the community to participate in the development

and solving problem using a local wisdom.

Keywords: Local democracy, Phu Tai culture, Phu Tai Ban Phon Community, Kham Muang District,

Kalasin Province
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