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Thesis title: Understanding and Adaptation of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy by Farmers

in the Sufficiency Agricultural Learning Center in Bangkok Metropolis
Researcher: Miss Kantinee Waenoh; Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural
Extension); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Paranee Tangwiwat, Associate Professor;
(2) Dr. Porntip Udomsin, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2007

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) economic and social status of
farmers who attended the Sufficiency Agricultural Learning Center in Bangkok; 2) their
understanding of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy; 3) level of their adaptation to Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy; and 4 problems and suggestions on their adaptation to Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy.

The population in this study were 270 farmers who attended the training courses
set by the Sufficiency Agricultural Learning Center in Bangkok. The 138 samples were
selected by using stratified random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using
an interview form, and the statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard
deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: Half of the farmers were male. Their
average age was 50.74 years. Most of them were Buddhist, and educated at primary level.
Slightly more than one-third of them were a member of a farmer group. Almost all of them
received information about Sufficiency Economy Philosophy through television. About two-
thirds of them had no debt. The average of their occupied agricultural area was 9.89 Rai.
Their average income obtaining from agricultural production was 101,544.20 Baht. The
average duration of their working in agricultural section was 24.17 years. For their
understanding of Sufficiency Ecoriomy Philosophy, it was found that the farmers understood
it, at “much” level, in 3 aspects, these were Sufficiency, Reasonableness, and Being
Immunized. And most of them adapted to Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, in general, at
“medium” level. The 3 aspects could be lined up from the most average to the least average as
follows: Sufficiency Aspect had been adapted to at “much” level; Being Immunized Aspect
had been adapted to at “medium” level; and Reasonableness Aspect had been adapted to at
“little” level. For their problems on the adaptation to Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, it was
found that about two-thirds of them had problems on producing consumer products for
themselves, their learning knowledge was not enough to be actually conducted, and they have
no free time to do any sideline. For the suggestions on the adaptation to Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy, most of them suggested that the operation about the adaptation to Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy should have been performed continuously in order to motivate the
farmers to share their ideas and participate in activities set up. And two-thirds of them
suggested that integrated support should have been given by the relating sectors in order that
they would adapt to it suitably for their area conditions.

Keywords: Understanding, Adaptation, Sufficiency economy philosophy, Sufficiency
agricultural learning center, Bangkok Metropolis
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