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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) farmer’s personal basic factors and social and
economic conditions, 2) farmer’s production process and production factors of baby
corn, 3) the importance level of motivation factors in working for farmers, 4) farmer’s
problems and extension suggestions to increase production efficiency of baby corn,
and 5) acquisition and needs in extension methods to increase production efficiency of
baby corn of farmers.

The population studied was the farmers growing baby corn in Tha Maka
District, Kanchanaburi Province registered as a farmer with Tha Maka District
Agriculture Office in 2019, totaling 3,347 people. The sample size of 193 farmers was
determined using Yamane’s formula with 95 percent confidence level and 7 percent
error. The sampling technique used was simple random. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution, percentage, minimum, maximum,
mean, and standard deviation.

The results revealed that 1) most of the farmers were female (female about
56.5 and male about 43.5 percent of the total farmer), graduated from primary
education, had about 14 years on average for experience in growing baby corn, had
agricultural areas, used their funds, and gained income of averaged 109,500.68 baht
per rai from sales of products in 2018. 2) Most of the production were chemical. Soil
maintenance was not be improved. Soil was prepared by lister and using hybrid
varieties planted in pair rows, spacing 50 x 50 cm for 3 trees per hole given water for
4 days by releasing along the grooves. The most commonly popular fertilizer formula
was formula 46-0-0. The pests were found, especially Fall Army Worm, rather than
plant diseases. Physical factors were very important to every issue, and biological
factors were important to 6 issues. 3) Farmers gave more importance to motivation
factors than supportive factors in work. 4) Farmers gave great importance to problems
in disease and pest management. 5) Farmers needed high levels of knowledge in 2
issues: diseases and pests and prevention and integrated pest management. They
needed public media channels as government officials through manuals, the internet,
and television, and the most needed extension methods for them were lecture and
demonstration. Extension suggestions on baby corn production were included (1)
providing knowledge to farmers in prevention and weeding of pest, especially Fall
Army Worm, (2) extension on good production processes through personnel media as
government officials using manuals, the internet, lecture, or demonstration, and (3)
extension and supporting farmer groups to reduce production costs.

Keywords: extension baby corn efficiency Kanchanaburi province
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