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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study the development of National
Libraries of ASEAN member countries, and (2) to analyze the administration of National
Libraries of ASEAN member countries.

The study was conducted using documentary and qualitative research.
The key information sources were 215 administrative documents of National Libraries
of ASEAN member countries, and the directors from the National Libraries of nine
ASEAN member countries. The research instruments included a data recording form and
an interview form. For data analysis, qualitative data were analyzed using content
analysis while quantitative data were analyzed using percentages.

The research findings were as follows: (1) the National Libraries of ASEAN
member countries have developed over a long period of time. The first National Library
was founded in the Philippines in 1928, while the National Library of Indonesia was the
latest founded in 1980. Most National Libraries were established by western colonizers,
followed by the monarchy. Factors affecting the development of the National Libraries
were laws, information technology and cooperation networks. (2) All National Libraries
played important national roles and made it their mission to be represented as the
cultural institution of their respective nations, focusing on the development and
preservation of information resources as the Nations” wisdom and cultural heritage.
Most National Libraries were government agencies, under the Ministries of Culture.
There were laws related to library management and operations. The acquisition of
resources was determined by legal deposit law. Every National Library offered special
collections of manuscripts and rare books, public reading services, national bibliography
services, and had built national and international collaboration networks. Singapore
and Malaysia were the two ASEAN countries that have National Library Acts, which
affected the status, administrative organization structure, and performance of the
National Libraries in those two countries at a global level.

Keywords: National Libraries, National Library Administration, ASEAN Member Countries
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“...As the National Library of Myanmar is still a reference library due to its single
depository collection which is needed to be permanent preservation as national literary heritage. If the
National Library Law is enacted, the depository collection will be increased and the circulation

function will be conducted...” (Oo, 2019)
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“...Key legislations which set out the library’s mandate and directly affect the
library operations: Major Legal Deposit legislation: In 1946, President Ho Chi Minh signed the
Decree on legal deposit of Vietnamese cultural products. According to the decree, all Publishing

and Printing Houses must submit new publications to the National Library...” (Nga, 2019)
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. Amended NLB Act to empower the National Library to collect digital
publications for Legal Deposit and archive all Singapore websites take effect on 31 January 2019...”

(Tan, 2019)
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“...As an institution, NLI has a law that give it the power to developing libraries
throughout Indonesia. The law is Undang-Undang Number 43 Year 2007 about library. This law
is equipped with Government Regulations Number 24 Year 2014 about the implementation of
Undang-Undang Number 43 Year 2007 about library. Government Regulations Number 24 Year
2014 mandats the issuance of 6 NLI head regulations in the form of guidelines and technical
instruction on library labor standards, library national standards, registration and awarding of
ancient texts, procedures for storing and using special collections, procedures for selecting library
council members, organization and working arrangements of the board and library council
secretary, and the accolades of reading culture. In Undang-Undang Number 43 Year 2007 mandates
that schools allocate a school budget of at least 5% of the school operational budget....” (Fitriani,

2019)
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“...Technological developments that change the lifestyles and reading habits of
library users, such as the high penetration of mobile usage also guides the way the National Library

is structured...” (Tan, 2019)
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“...National Library Singapore will continue to leverage on data and technology
to make our collections more accessible and strengthen the Singapore identity by connecting people

to Singapore’s history and heritage...” (Tan, 2019)

“...As the vision of the National Library of Myanmar is “to be a center of
Myanmar literary heritage”, it collected and maintained ancient manuscript collections throughout
the country. The National Library is cooperating with Pali Text Society for preservation project of

ancient manuscripts by digitizing of important text s of palm-leaf manuscripts...” (Oo, 2019)

“...The create a library infrastructure across the country, the public has access to
information in research studies throughout the libraries to be sustainable, modern, able to be
Regional and International. Increasing the role of the National Library for Society is recognized in
the development of personnel, with the knowledge of the ability to develop themselves and the

modern Era of Digital Media...” (Yangnouvong, 2019)

“ ...Promoting the application of information technology, strengthening the
construction of information technology infrastructure, equipping modern equipment, expanding the
ability to integrate and share data with libraries nationwide, striving to create a national digital
collection, gradually contributing to the development of Viet Nam’s digital content industry.
Providing an equal environment and opportunities to access and effectively exploit digital resources

for all Vietnamese people...” (Nga, 2019)

“...Increasing diversification and quality of ICT-based library services...”

(Fitriani, 2019)
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“...Provide researching access to electronic documents through digital library...”

(Vilbolla, 2019)
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5. mmgmaﬁa‘mﬁnﬁﬂum (National Library of Myanmar)
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National Library of Myanmar

Near Yarzathingaha Circle Yarzathingaha Rd,

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Tnsfiwi : 95 67 3418427 In3a13 : 95 67 3418426
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(Department of Archaeology, National Museum and Library, Ministry of Culture)
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6. m)ﬁqm!ﬁﬁ‘maan (National Library of Laos)
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National Library of Laos

Setthathirath Road, Xiengnheune Village,

Chanthaburi District, Vientiane Capital

P.O.Box 8818, Vientiane, Laos

Tnsdne : 85621 716032 Tn5a1s : 85621 716033

2 7 . .
v e www.nationallibraryoflaos.net

0@ - NIUFINUIW NTLNINETAUNA SAUTTIN LAZNIINBUNY)

(Department of Publishing, Ministry of Information Culture and Tourism)
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National Library of Laos Organisation Structure - 2015
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7. mmgmaﬁa‘maﬁmum (National Library of Vietnam)
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National Library of Vietnam

31 Trang Thi Street,
Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi, Vietnam
TN3FNT - 84 24 38248870 Tnsa135 : 84 24 38248051

< 4
Ay lasd - http://www.nlv.gov.vn

F90A : NITNIINAUTITY AW LATNITND AN
(Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism)
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é"u 19 : Mrs. Kieu Thuy Nga
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8. voayAunINATIATL3 (National Library of Singapore)
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National Library of Singapore

National Library Board

100 Victoria Street #14-01,

Singapore 188064, Singapore

Tnsemyi : 65 6718 3993 Tnsans : 6563323611

< 14
v e http://www.nlb.gov.sg
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(Ministry of Communications and Information)
Y A .
U313 . Ms. Tan Huism
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9, ﬁaayﬂuﬁwﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁn% (National Library of Indonesia)

‘?;i’)tj :  National Library of Indonesia
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Jalan Salemba Raya No. 28 A
Jakarta, 10430, Indonesia
TnsAne : 62 213101472 INTes : 62 21 3103554
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Interview Form for the National Library Directors

The Administration of National Libraries of ASEAN Member Countries

Part 1 Information about the respondent
LT INAINIE vttt ettt ettt sttt b e et e b s bt et e bt bt se et e n e s be e et e s bt eneennens

1.2 AdMiniStrative POSTEION ......evueereieriieieiesiiesite st sttt e sttt sttt e st e st e st e saeesaeesaeeseeessnenes

Part 2 Information of National Library administration
Please kindly give your idea on the development and administration of the National

library of your country in the following questions. Please feel free to write more as you like.

2.1 What are the hallmark or the important development/ milestone of the National

Library in your country?

2.2 What are key factors affecting development and administration of the National
Library in your country?

(For example, national policy, laws, budget, organizational structure, affiliation, networking, etc.)
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2.3 What are the directions or trends of the National Library’s development and

administration in your country?

-Thank you-
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NL 0425/ 67 National Library of Thailand
Samsen Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand

Tel. +66 2 281 0263

Fax. +66 2 281 7543

Email : director@nlt.go.th

January 11, 2019
Dear  Director of the National Library of Singapore, National Library Board.,

Greetings from the National Library of Thailand. First of all, I would like to introduce you
Ms. Prissana Toomchaiyaporn, the librarian of the National Library of Thailand who is working on her thesis
entitled “The administration of the National Libraries of ASEAN member countries.” This is as part of her
master degree in Information Science at School of Liberal arts, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University,
under the supervision of Professor Dr. Chutima Sacchanand who is also President of the Thai Library
Association.

In this regard, she needs to collect data from the directors of the National Libraries in ASEAN
countries, using interview questions as attached. We should be most grateful if you could kindly fill your ideas
in the attached question and send back to her email (paulred22@gmail.com) before January 31, 2019.

Your kind assistance in this matter will be very much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

IL gu‘\;L\b

(Ms. Kanok-on Sakdadate)
Director

National Library of Thailand

National Library Board
100 Victoria Street #14-01,
Singapore 188064
Singapore

Enclosure: 1. Thesis proposal
2. Interview questions
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