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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) personal data of in-
school farm youth group members and stakeholders, (2) the operations of in-school
farm youth groups, (3) problems and needs in operational development of in-school
farm youth group, and 4) guideline for in-school farm youth group development.

The data were collected from all population of four schools in Prathai
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province comprising of 124 in-school farm youth group
members responded to a questionnaire and 13 stakeholders including interviewed
group advisors and agricultural extensionists. The quantitative data were analyzed by
descriptive statistics while the qualitative data were summarized the content.

The research results showed that (1) there were no differences between the
proportion of male and female group members; they were studying at secondary
education level 2 and had been group members for an average of 2.28 years. The
majority of stakeholder was male with an average age of 39.33 years, finished a
bachelor’s degree, and had working experience with the farm youth group as an
average of 6.33 years. 2) The group members perceived the operational objectives at
the highest level in the following aspects: the operations of farm youth group could
instill good attitude towards agriculture for the youths and the group members
participated in solving activity problems. The group operations were concluded into
three categories such as group management — most of them transferred group
knowledge and information; budget and resource management — all of them recorded
tools and materials, cost accounting, and profit; knowledge and ability development
of the members — agricultural knowledge was transferred to the members. 3) The
farm youth groups had problems at high level in two aspects such as lack of follow-up
work from outside organizations and in-sufficient operational tools. Farm youth
group members needed in the operations of all aspects such as continuous activity,
group working, helping each other, role responsibility, and member participation.
(4) The stakeholders indicated that the operational guideline should be clear; the
stakeholders should have knowledge and understand the farm youth group activity;
and positive attitude towards agricultural work should be instilled for the youth.

Keywords: In-school farm youth group, Farm youth group operational development,
Farm youth group extension
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