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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) personal data and socio-
economic status of farmers, 2) the situations and problems of conservative integrated
farming by farmers, 3) knowledge and opinions of farmers toward conservative
integrated farming, and 4) needs and suggestions of farmers in an extension of
appropriate conservative integrated farming.

The research population consisted of 684 farmers producing fruit and
perennial crops and 244 farmers participating in the New Agricultural Theory Project.
The samples were determined by using Taro Yamane’s formula with an error of 0.07
level accounting for 167 farmers. The samples were selected by simple random
method and interviewed by using a questionnaire. The data were analyzed by
descriptive statistics to determine frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The research findings showed that: 1) the majority of informative farmers

were female with an average age of 54.51 years and finished primary education.
They were members of various community groups and had average annual farm and
non-farm incomes with 238,075.15 and 134,008.16 baht respectively. 2) They had an
average 9.31 years of integrated farming experience. The area was hilly with sandy
loam soil to grow plant-plant for integrated farming pattern. They had sufficient water
resource for all year round and had farming problems at low level, however, most of
them had problem of unstable price of the product. 3) In general, they received
agricultural knowledge via various media at low level, however the information
technology was the most frequently channel of them. They had knowledge of
conservative integrated farming at moderate level. Moreover they perceived the
outcome of conservative integrated farming at high level in all aspects. 4) They stated
the needs in an extension of conservative integrated farming for all aspects at high
level. They suggested that farmers should perform conservative integrated farming,
the government agency should conduct training program as a routine work and find
out marketing for the products of farmers.

Keywords: Conservative integrated farming, Agricultural extension, Highland
agriculture
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