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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) social- economic of agro-
tourism stakeholders, 2) availability of agro-tourism operational components,3)
operational problems of agro-tourism extension, 4) needs related to development of an
extension for agro-tourism operations, and 5) guidelines for operational development
of agricultural tourism extension.

This study was a survey research. The research population was 57
members of the agro-tourism extension group, all of them were included in the study
and 100 samples of the tourist visiting agro-tourism sites in Photharam District,
Ratchaburi Province were selected by accidental sampling method. The data were
collected by questionnaires and analyzed by descriptive statistics such as frequency
distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The research results revealed that 1) majority of agro-tourism group
members were female with an average age of 50.74 years, finished upper primary
education, and had average 20.07 years of farming experience. They had average 2.67
household labors and an average annual ago-tourism income of 8,785.71 baht. Most
tourists were female with an average 39.10 years old, married, finished a bachelor’s
degree, resided in the central region, and worked in government offices with monthly
income of 23,666 baht. 2) Availability of agro-tourism operating components
including point of interest, management, place, and service of tourism attractions were
rated at high level. 3) Problems of agro-tourism operations, point of interest was rated
at lowest level, while the management, service, and place of tourism attractions were
indicated at low level. 4) The needs related to an extension for development of agro-
tourism operations were stated at high level of all aspects such as knowledge,
knowledge transfer method, and public relations. 5) Guideline for operational
development of agro-tourism extension, government and private agencies should
transfer knowledge via field trip, practice, demonstration, and lecture to the agro-
tourism extension group members.

Keywords: Agro-tourism, Agro-tourism operations, Agro-tourism extension needs
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