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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) personal data on
economic, social factors and rice farming conditions 2) farmers’ perception and the
use of sunn hemp for soil improvement 3) opinions level of farmers towards the
decision making sunn hemp for soil improvement 4) problems and suggestions
regarding the decision making on sunn hemp used for soil improvement 5) factors
affected the decision making on sunn hemp used for soil improvement.

The population of this study was 1,702 rice farmers in Lam Luk Ka
district, Pathum Thani province. The sample size of 100 people was determined using
the Taro Yamane formula with an error value of 0.10. Data sampling was randomly
collected using open-and-ended close questionnaires. Statistics used in this data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value,
standard deviation, ranking, and Chi-square test.

The following encapsulates the findings. 1) 74% of farmers were male
while 76% of them used their own funding. Also, 79% of farmers had no hold a social
position whereas 60% had no membership in an agricultural group or institution.
Moreover, 65% of farmers were renting their agricultural land. 2) 92% of farmers
perceived the beneficial use of sunn hemp for soil improvement while 42% of them
used sunn hemp for soil improvement nowadays. 3) the farmers’ opinion on the
decision to use sunn hemp for soil improvement was ranked high on the economic
aspect. 4) farmers greatly encountered problems in the application of sunn hemp, the
environmental condition, and management conditions. The suggestions were for
farmers to have more extension and promote it at the period when farmers want to use
it. 5) the results showed that gender, sources of funding for rice production, social
holding position, membership in agricultural group/institution, land ownership, and
perception of the use of sunn hemp were the factors that were related to the decision-
making on sunn hemp used for soil improvement at 5% level of significance.

Keywords: Decision making, Soil improvement, Sunn hemp
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