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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study potentials of farmers on
quality mangosteen production in the following aspects: (1) personal and basic socio-
economic information of farmers, (2) situations of mangosteen production by farmers,
(3) mangosteen production according to good agricultural practice by farmers, and
(4) problems and needs of farmers in an extension of quality mangosteen production.

The population of this study were 703 farmers in Cha-uat District, Nakhon
Si Thammarat Province who registered as mangosteen farmers with the Department
of Agricultural Extension but not yet joined the Cha-uat Quality Mangosteen Groups.
The samples of 174 farmers were determined by Yamane's formula with an error of
0.09 and selected by simple random sampling method. The data were collected by an
interview questionnaire.  Statistics used were frequency distribution, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

The results revealed that (1) personal and basic socio-economic
information of farmers, the majority of them were female with an average age of
55.39 years and completed upper primary education. The average numbers of
household member, household labor, and hired labor were 3.6 persons, 2.01, and 1.03
persons respectively, while land holding for mangosteen plantation was 1.14 rai (1 rai
= 1,600 square meters). Most of them had no debt. (2) The situations of mangosteen
production by farmers, the majority of them had experience in mangosteen plantation
as monoculture with sprinkler irrigation system. An average amount of organic
fertilizer application was 41.84 kg. per one tree. Mangosteens were harvested at the
point of purple or red spot; the quality was sorted according to the size of the fruit and
pruning was done after the harvesting season. Most of the produce were collected at
the premises of the farmers’ group and sold by auction method. (3) The practice of
farmers followed good agricultural practice for mangosteen production, in general
they performed consistently, especially the use of pesticides in accordance with the
recommendations of the Department of Agriculture or the label on the packaging.
However, there were no data recording on the use of chemicals and pesticides, pest
survey and control, watering and fertilizing for product maintenance, and the source
of production inputs. (4) The problems and needs of farmers in an extension of
quality mangosteen production, the problems in maintaining quality mangosteen
production were indicated at a moderate level while the needs of an extension for
quality mangosteen production were also rated at moderate level.

Keywords: Potential of farmers, Quality mangosteen production, Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province
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