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Thesis title: Extension of Farmers for Longan Production and Marketing in
Pa Daet District, Chiang Rai Province
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(2) Dr. Sineenuch Khrutmuang Sanserm, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2018

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) Basic socio-economic
condition of farmers; (2) farmers’ longan production and marketing; (3) extension needs for
the production and marketing of longan; and (4) problems and suggestions.

The population in the study was 855 longan growers in Pa Daet District,
Chiang Rai Province. The sample size of 165 was determined based on Taro Yamane
formula with 7 % variation. The research tool was an interview form and data were
analyzed using frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, average, standard deviation
and rank.

The results of the study revealed that (1) Most of the farmers were male with
the average age of 49.41 years and finished high school; the members of their family
averaged 4.02 persons. The average length of experience in the field was 16.23 years.
Whenever they had problems with longan production, they generally solved the problems
by themselves, and sometime they were given suggestion and agricultural knowledge from
agricultural extension officers. The average area of longan planting was 7.76 rai (1 rai=
1,600m?). The average number of household farm labourers was 2.38 persons. Most of
the samples hired extra workers for the production of longan. The cost of production of
longan is divided into fertilizer cost average 2,914.13 baht, chemicals to eliminate diseases
and insects average 1,723.76 baht, and chemicals to control weeds average 1,608.55 baht.
Most of them took out loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operatives.
Their longan productivity averaged 1,406.97 kg./ rai. The income and cost of their longan
production averaged 36,355.64 baht/ rai and 6,715.16 baht/ rai, respectively. (2) The
Edau variety was mostly grown, with plantations on the plain with loam soil at 8x8
meters apart. Farmers had never analyzed nutrients in the soil. They sowed fertilizer onto
the soil and they watered their longan trees with pipes and rubber hoses. They eliminated
plant diseases, insects, and weeds by spraying chemicals. The suitable size of longan fruits
was an index of the harvesting period. They collected and sold their produce by themselves
mostly for drying and they learned the wholesale and retail selling price of longan from
local merchants. The farmers would be paid the total money at the time of sale. (3) For
extension needs, the farmers wanted to receive support about eliminating plant diseases and
insects, longan production, marketing and value added processing. (4) It was found that
they generally had problems with longan production in pruning and pest control As for the
marketing of production problems and marketing longan product price slump price change /
uncertain and longan market over supply. They suggested that the public or other related
sectors should transfer knowledge of longan production in various aspects and how to
reduce production cost, including giving them a longan price guarantee to solve the
problem with the falling and unstable selling price of longan.

Keywords: Needs, Production and Marketing, Longan, Chiang Rai Province
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