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Abstract

The objectives were to study farmers’ practices according to the principle
of good agricultural practice (GAP) for pineapple production in the following aspects:
(1) knowledge and knowledge resources of GAP, (2) opinions of farmers toward
GAP, (3) the adoption of GAP, (4) factors relating to the adoption of GAP, and
(5) problems and suggestions of the adoption of GAP.

The population were 320 pineapple growers; 178 samples were determined
by Taro Yamane’s formula, and simple random sampling with lottery method was
applied. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis.

The results showed that most of the farmers were male with the average
age of 53.95 years and completed primary education. The average experience of
pineapple production was 18.31 years. The average numbers of household member
and income of pineapple production were 3.83 persons and 18.948.75 Baht/rai (1 rai
= 1,600 square meters). The average of pineapple production area was 30.03 rai.
52.2% of them rented the land. (1) The farmers’ knowledge of GAP was at the highest
level while they received information from various sources at low level especially online
media. (2) The farmers had positive attitudes towards GAP at high level especially the
fact that GAP could help to balance and protect natural living organism. (3) The
farmers’ opinions on adoption of GAP was indicated at a high level especially the
aspect of harvest and post-harvest practices ( the age of harvesting suitable for
consumption and /or processing). They adopted the practical aspect at the highest
level especially the water resources ( water used in the production processes shall
come from sources that do not cause contamination of hazardous substances against
produce). (4) The number of household member and farmers’ opinion towards GAP
had positive statistical significant relationship with the GAP adoption in term of
opinion. Knowledge source of GAP was positive relationship with the practical
adoption. (5) Problems of an extension and support were identified. Knowledge of
GAP to meet standardization, steady production follow up, and the advantage of GAP
utilization in pineapple production as food safety standardization should be
transferred to the farmers by the government officers.

Keywords: Farmers’ adoption, Good Agricultural Practice, Pineapple production,
Phetchaburi Province
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