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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the extension of appropriate
agricultural occupation in the urban community in the following aspects (1) socio-
economic status of farmers, 2) situations of agricultural production by farmers, 3) the
problems of appropriate area for agricultural production, 4) extension needs in
appropriate agricultural occupation, 5) suggestion of farmers, and (6) factors affecting
the farmers’ needs in an extension of appropriate agricultural occupation in the urban
community.

The population of the study consisted of 315 farmers who were members
of agricultural occupation group in the urban area of Nonthaburi Province, 177
samples were determined by Taro Yamane’s formula with an error of 0.05 and
selected by multi-stage random sampling method. Data were collected by using
structural interview questionnaire and analyzed to determine descriptive statistics
such as frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The research results found that (1) more than a half of the group members
was male; about one-thirds finished lower primary education; most of them had
agricultural occupation; and an average annual income was 160,598.87 baht. (2) The
majority of farmers had land utilization for horticultural produces by using natural
water source. Two-thirds of them sold produces to local merchants and received
advisement and knowledge from agricultural extensionists at district and provincial
agricultural offices. Most farmers contacted agricultural extensionists and a half of
them received information frequently. (3) The problems of appropriate area for
agricultural production, these were lack of soil fertility, salty water, high-price seeds,
plant disease, low price of produce, insufficient income and lack of labor. (4) The
extension needs of the farmers were good agricultural practice, organic agriculture,
and mix-farming for orchard plantation. (5) The farmers suggested that saline water
should be solved before using it by reducing acidity and alkalinity of water and water
resource maintenance for clean water should be done. Moreover produce marketing
should be supported; agricultural knowledge should be transferred to the next
generation of farmers. In addition, the agricultural extensionist should support the
activities based on community needs. (6) Factors affecting the farmers’ needs in an
extension of appropriate agricultural occupation in the urban community included age
of farmers, number of farm labor, farm size, non-farm income, and receiving
agricultural information from various sources.

Keywords: Agricultural occupation, Agricultural extension needs, Nonthaburi
Province
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