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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) farmers’ knowledge,
opinion and demand for using Trichoderma to control oil palm plant diseases; 2)
farmers’ incentives and practices in using Trichoderma to control oil palm plant
diseases; 3) farmers’ opinions on the problems of using Trichoderma and
recommendations for using Trichoderma; and 4) factors associated with farmers’
adoption of Trichoderma to control oil palm plant diseases.

This research is Survey Research. The study population were 5,136
households of oil palm farmers in Ao Luek District, Krabi Province, out of whom a
sample size of 264 were determined using the Taro Yamane formula. Samples were
selected using simple random sampling. Data were collected by using an interview
schedule and statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum,
mean, standard deviation, ordering and Chi-Square.

The results showed that 1) The majority of farmers, both those that used
Trichoderma and those that did not, had a high level of knowledge about using
Trichoderma to control oil palm diseases. Farmers who used Trichoderma had a very
positive opinion about using Trichoderma to control oil palm diseases and those that
did not had a positive opinion. Of the farmers that had used Trichoderma, 93.2%
wanted to continue using it and only 50.8% of those who had not used Trichoderma
wanted to use it. 2) Farmers that used Trichoderma had the highest level of incentive
to use Trichoderma and had a high level of practice in using Trichoderma. 3) Both
farmers who used Trichoderma and those that did not had the highest level of opinion
about problems with using Trichoderma. Farmers who used Trichoderma had a very
high level of opinion about recommendations for using Trichoderma and those that
did not use Trichoderma had a high level of opinion on recommendations for using
Trichoderma. 4) As for factors associated with farmers’ adoption of Trichoderma to
control oil palm plant diseases, the factor that was correlated with farmers’ adoption
of Trichoderma to a highly significant degree at confidence level at 0.01. There was a
number of household members engaged in agriculture. Factors which correlated with
farmers’ opinions on problems with using Trichoderma and recommendations for
using Trichoderma to a significant degree at confidence level 0.05 A number of years
growing oil palm and knowledge of using Trichoderma to control oil palm diseases.

Keywords: Adoption, Trichoderma, pant disease control, oil palm, Ao Luek district
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