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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic personal, social and
economic conditions of farmers (2) mangosteen production and market conditions of farmers
(3) the operations in accordance with good agricultural practice of farmers (4) suggestions
and extension guidelines for mangosteen production according to good agricultural practices
of farmers and (5) the receiving and needs in the patterns and methods of mangosteen
production extension according good agricultural practice of farmers.

The population of this study was 2,321 mangosteen production farmers who had
registered with department of agricultural extension in Thasala district in the year 2018. The
sample group of 188 people was selected by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value
of 0.07 through simple random sampling method with lottery. Data was analyzed using
computer package program. Statistics used in this study were such as frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, and content analysis.

The results of the research stated that (1) most of the farmers were female with the
average age of 55.21 years and completed compulsory primary education. They were not
members of any agricultural groups/institutions and had approximately 18.72 years of
experience in mangosteen production. Most of the farmers did not pass the certification
according to good agricultural practice. The average household members were 4 people and
the average labors in the household were 2.30 people. The average area for mangosteen
production was 5.13 Rai. The average income in a seasonal cycle/ Rai was at 14,353.66 Baht
and the average expense in a seasonal cycle/ Rai was at 5,711.97 Baht. (2) The area for
mangosteen production was a flat land with loam soil. The plantation was a mixed plantation
with planting distance of 8*8 meters. Fertilizers that were used were 15-15-15 formula, 8-24-
24 formula, and 13-13-21 formula. Sprinkler was used for irrigation. Trips epidemic was
found at the high level and farmers chose chemical in pest controls. The harvest was done
during July to August when the fruit had red vessels. The average productivity was 487.48
kilogram per Rai. They sold their products to local collectors. The collectors determined the
selling price and farmers did not have price negotiation power. The average product price off-
season was 91.16 Baht/kilograms, while in-season price was 37.8 Baht/kilograms. (3) Most of
the farmers had good agricultural practices in every aspects except for data recording, safety
production from pests, and production process management for quality products with the
reasons of complicated management and lack of knowledge and understanding about good
agricultural practice. (4) Farmers suggested that the officers should provide knowledge and
consultation, support the group formation, promote and accommodate the good agricultural
practice certification request. (5) Farmers wanted to received knowledge about good
agricultural practice for mangosteen production at the highest level through the extension
channels of personal media that was government agencies, printing media that was guidelines,
and electronic media that was television with extension method of lectures.

Keywords: Mangosteen, agricultural extension, good agricultural practice
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