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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) general, social, and
economic conditions of farmers (2) knowledge and knowledge resources regarding
agricultural extension of large agricultural land plot of farmers (3) farmers’ decision
making on participating in the large agricultural land plot (4) problems and
suggestions in large agricultural land plot extension.

Population of this study were 572 farmers from 8 groups in 6 districts of
Sing Buri province who participated in large agricultural land plot. The sample size
of 150 people was determined by using simple random sampling method. Data was
collected by conducting interviews. Statistical tools that were used in this research
were such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, and ranking.

The results of the research showed that (1) 53.33% of farmers were female
with the average age of 50.27 years. 44% of farmers completed primary school level.
74.7% of farmers did not have social status. 89.3% of farmers were members of
agricultural group with 51.3% of farmers were clients of BACC. Participated farmers
self-owned averagely 21.10 Rai of farmland. 65.3% of farmers had the average of
household labor of 1.81 people. The average household income from agricultural
sector was 144,758.67 Baht. The average production cost was 3,702.50 Baht/Rai.
96.7% of capital used in agriculture was from the farmer themselves while 64% were
from village fund and 49.3% were from BAAC respectively. (2) 64.67% of farmers
had high level of knowledge about large agricultural land plot extension. Overall,
knowledge resource that farmers received about large agricultural land plot were at a
moderate level with the group media at the highest level. (3) The decision making on
participating in the large agricultural land plot extension project overall were at the
highest level which can be divided into several aspects such as community
management and rice pest management group. (4) Problems and suggestions on large
agricultural land plot: The overall problems regarding large agricultural land plot
extension was at a moderate level with the highest level of problem in the issues such
as market connection which consisted of the buying price inconsistency that private
sector had agreed with the governmental sector. The problem that influenced the large
agricultural land plot extension system in general was at a moderate level. The issues
that were at the moderate level included community management, community rice
center meeting organization, knowledge transfer, group management and marketing,
organic and bio fertilizer producer group establishment, and market connection.

Keywords: Decision making, large agricultural land plot, Sing Buri province
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